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Acknowledgment of Country

We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional Country of the Kaurna people of the
Adelaide Plains and pay respect to Elders past and present.

We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs and relationship with the land. We
acknowledge that they are of continuing importance to the Kaurna people living today.

And we also extend that respect to other Aboriginal Language Groups and other First Nations.
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March 15, 2024
Lost in translation: the geopolitical risks of declining

foreign language learning in Australia and NZ

Geoffrey Miller, University of Otago and Miriam Neigert, University of New England
Diplomacy and national security rely on expertise in foreign languages and

cultures. Australia and New Zealand need to address the looming deficit in university foreign language courses.

August 22, 2024
US voters speak many languages, but non-English

campaigning remains risky for Harris and Trump

Geoffrey Miller, University of Otago and Miriam Neigert, University of New England

In theory, appealing to voters in their own languages makes good political sense.
So why don’t more candidates do it on the campaign trail?
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Foreign language enroliment
sees steepest decline on record

Ryan Quinn
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Enrollment in courses in languages other than English

plummeted an unprecedented 16.6 percent between fall
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Is Al the final nail
in the coffin for
modern languages?

Falling silent

Will Al hasten the demise of
modern language courses?

Anglophone scepticism about the value of
language study had been rising for many years
before anyone had heard of Duolingo or ChatGPT.
But while some academics believe technology
will kill off universities’ remaining language
departments, others dare to hope it will be their
saviour. ck reports

2 Times Higher Education 25 April 2024
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Silent Talk

1. Take a pen, walk from table to table and comment on the statements

or questions on the posters. Do this silently without talking to others.

2. You can also comment on what others have written (text, emoticons,

drawings...).
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Group activity

1. lce-breaker:

 Who has the shortest first name?

2. Read the fictional case study and discuss

3. After 10 minutes: report back
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Action Plan 2030 - turning pessimism into optimism

Complete the Action Plan 2030 worksheet in the context of your institution.
»Walk around and take another look at the Silent Talk posters
» Think about what you discussed in relation to the case studies

Food for thought:

« What is your goal for languages by 20307

« What do we need to do to achieve this goal?
« Objections and obstacles?

« What support/resources are needed from both within the institution and
from outside it? i



Questions? Get in touch:

Dr Miriam Neigert Geoffrey Miller

mneigert@une.edu.au geoffreymiller@gmail.com




