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Acknowledgment of Country

We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional Country of the Kaurna people of the 
Adelaide Plains and pay respect to Elders past and present.

We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs and relationship with the land. We 
acknowledge that they are of continuing importance to the Kaurna people living today.

And we also extend that respect to other Aboriginal Language Groups and other First Nations.



Dr Miriam Neigert
German Discipline 
Convenor at University 
of New England
PhD in TESOL
Languages: German, 
English, Arabic, French, 
Spanish

About us
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Geoffrey Miller
PhD Candidate at 
Otago University

Geopolitical Analyst
Certified Translator 

(English/German)
Languages: English, 

German, Arabic, 
Russian, Spanish, 

Swedish
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1. Take a pen, walk from table to table and comment on the statements 

or questions on the posters. Do this silently without talking to others. 

2. You can also comment on what others have written (text, emoticons, 

drawings…).

Silent Talk 
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Time: 10 mins



Group activity
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1. Ice-breaker: 

• Who has the shortest first name?

2. Read the fictional case study and discuss

3. After 10 minutes: report back

Time: 10 mins



Complete the Action Plan 2030 worksheet in the context of your institution.
ØWalk around and take another look at the Silent Talk posters
ØThink about what you discussed in relation to the case studies

Food for thought:
• What is your goal for languages by 2030?
• What do we need to do to achieve this goal?
• Objections and obstacles?
• What support/resources are needed from both within the institution and 

from outside it?
• How can we build the support needed? Are solutions possible without it?

Action Plan 2030 - turning pessimism into optimism
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Time: 25 mins



Dr Miriam Neigert
mneigert@une.edu.au

Questions? Get in touch:

Geoffrey Miller
geoffreymiller@gmail.com


